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$10 Million to US.-Russia Media 


Mikhail Guterman 

Moderator Vladimir Pozner takes questions from members of the Russian studio audience 
during the broadcast of the first "What If" program in the "Rule of Law" series. See story 
on page 3: "What if the New Car's a Lemon?" 

New Media Center in Jerusalem 
Trains Palestinian Journalists 


As Israeli troops were preparing to 
move out of Gaza and Jericho in Janu¬ 
ary, the Jerusalem Film Institute (JFI) 
organized a conference in Jerusalem on 
"Palestinian Broadcasting: Promises 
and Challenges/' The conference was 
held in association with Internews and 
the Palestinian Broadcasting Corpora¬ 
tion (PBC), and funded by The Soros 


Foundations. FlananAshrawi, a lead¬ 
ing Palestinian spokesperson, set the 
tone in the keynote address, saying: 
"Radio and TV must not be instru¬ 
ments of power or thought control." 

Just six months later, the Palestinian 
Media Center was launched by JFI 
President Daoud Kuttab in Jerusalem 
with a four-month training program in 
continued on page 10 


In a demanding competition. 
Internews has just won a $10 million 
award from the U.S. Agency for Inter¬ 
national Development to strengthen the 
independent media in Russia. The U.S.- 
Russia Media Partnership Program, 
funded for three and a half years, in¬ 
cludes print, television, and radio. 

Internews will provide overall pro¬ 
gram management and will organize 
broadcast media activities. Its primary 
subcontractor, the Russian-American 
Press and Information Center (RAPIC) 
of the Center for War, Peace and the 
News Media, at New York University 
will be responsible for print media ac¬ 
tivities. 

"This is a unique opportunity to 
engage American media in dynamic 
fraternal relationships with Russians," 
said Internews' Director of Programs, 
Deborah Mendelsohn. "It has the 
potential to fully engage Russian me¬ 
dia independents in the global media 
community." 

The Media Partnership Program will 
establish partner relationships between 
media organizations in the U.S. and 
non-governmental Russian media 
organizations. 

Together with selected American 
partners, the programs' Management 
Group (consisting of Internews, 
RAPIC, Management Systems Inter¬ 
national and the Corporation for Pub¬ 
lic Broadcasting) will assess potential 
Russian partners to determine their 
needs for business expertise and equip¬ 
ment, to provide individual assistance, 
continued on page 12^ 








Fair Campaign Reporting Gets a Boost 


This year. Internews held several 
special training programs for televi¬ 
sion journalists in Russia, Kazakhstan 
and Ukraine, focusing on the unique 
demands of covering political cam¬ 
paigns and elections. 

Training in Russia prepared report¬ 
ers and producers to cover regional 
parliamentary elections, which were 
scattered over the late winter and spring 
months of 1994. 

In Kazakhstan even more than in 
Russia, independents face political con¬ 
sequences for campaign journalism that 
would be considered impartial by West¬ 
ern standards. In February, non-gov¬ 
ernmental stations in Kazakhstan sent 
representatives to two days of national 
elections-related seminars in Almaty. 

Internews trainers joined with rep¬ 
resentatives of larger, more developed 
stations in Kazakhstan to stress the 
distinctions between reporting and 
advertising. Helen Malmgren directed 
the Russia and Kazakhstan programs. 



Serhiy Khudobets 


Sid Galanty, an American producer of 
political advertising , turns up the heat 
during discussions at a training seminar in 
Kiev. 


In June, representatives of indepen¬ 
dent stations throughout Ukraine trav¬ 
eled to Kiev for three days of seminars 
in preparation for the Presidential 
elections. In these trainings, directed 
by Tatiana Terleckyj, trainers argued 
that there must be a clear distinction 
between political reporting and ad¬ 
vertising. 

Sid Galanty, a leading American 
producer of political advertising, 
helped define the issues of ethics and 
objectivity in political reporting. Spir¬ 
ited exchanges between the journalists 
and Mr. Galanty were a highlight of the 
seminars. The Ukraine project was ad¬ 
ministered by Anya Kucharev. 

Funding for the Russia trainings 
came from USAID and the Carnegie 
Corporation, for Kazakhstan trainings 
from USAID, and for Ukraine trainings 
from the Carnegie Corporation. The 
Special Elections projects were over¬ 
seen by Deborah Mendelsohn, 
Internews' Director of Programs. ■ 


Commentary. 

Could America Elect a Zhirinovsky Today? 


by Paul A. Goble 

The surprising strength of Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky in the December 1993 
Russian elections surprised and 
shocked many Americans. But they 
should not have done either—as the 
following analogy makes clear. 

Suppose that the United States and 
not the Soviet Union had lost the Cold 
War. Suppose that NATO had col¬ 
lapsed and that the Warsaw Pact was 
now meeting in Paris and was consid¬ 
ering applications from Canada and 
Mexico for membership. Suppose that 
Florida, Texas, and California had se¬ 
ceded from the U.S. Suppose that the 
U.S. economy had gone communist, 
that our standard of living had fallen 
30%, that inflation was running wild 
and unemployment was rampant— 
with no end of the decline in sight. And 


finally, suppose that Soviet military 
technicians were supervising the dis¬ 
mantling of our defense arsenal while 
young professors from Moscow State 


"Suppose the United States 
and not the Soviet Union 
had lost the Cold War." 


University were visiting Washington 
and New York to tell us that we had 
done nothing right for 200 years, that 
we were incapable of understanding 
how to make the transition from capi¬ 
talism to communism, and that they— 


and they alone—had all the answers to 
our problems. 

If in the midst of all this, the U.S. held 
elections, is it not likely that a 
Zhirinovsky-like candidate would have 
emerged who made David Duke look 
like a moderate and who would have 
proceeded to rack up a protest vote of 
awesome dimensions? ■ 


Paul A. Goble is Senior Associate 
with the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace. These re¬ 
marks, taken from his address to 
the San Antonio Council on World 
Affairs on December 15,1993, are 
reprinted by permission. 
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"What if the New Car's a Lemon?" 


• Can a Russian airline passenger 
expect to be reimbursed if an Aeroflot 
flight does not depart as scheduled and 
the stranded traveler is forced to book 
a hotel room and buy meals? 

• What recourse does today's Rus¬ 
sian citizen have if he or she buys a car 
that turns out to be a lemon and the 
dealer refuses to repair it even though 
the automobile is still under warranty? 

• Even more serious than consumer 
fraud, what can a Russian citizen do if 
suddenly arrested, or if the authorities 
search one's home without warning? 


These questions and their answers 
are explored in the "Rule of Law" tele¬ 
vision series produced by Internews 
for broadcast in Russia. 

Three programs called "What If?" 
("Esli...?") were produced as a con¬ 
tinuation of the Rule of Law series that 
began last winter. 

The "What If" programs were ini¬ 
tially broadcast on consecutive Mon¬ 
day nights on Ostankino, the Newly 
Independent States-wide channel 1. 

The "What If" programs include a 
discussion moderated by Vladimir 


Pozner, who played the same role in 
the first "Rule of Law" program last 
December. 

In the "What If" series, Pozner mod¬ 
erates a discussion between experts 
and a studio audience about the 
docudrama-like scenes presented and 
the recourse a Russian citizen would 
have in each situation. 

"Today, most people in Russia are 
not accustomed to the possibility that 
the law can work for them," said "Rule 
of Law" Senior Producer Steve 
Lawrence. 

continued on page 6 


Helping Stations Survive 


" Eases Programming Gap 



“Georgia Alone...” 


Otar Yoseliani combined videotape culled from archives along with footage shot for 
current reports to create the unusual and haunting imagery of "Georgia Alone..." 


"Open Skies 

"Open Skies," an Internews project 
to help independent television stations 
obtain high-quality programs for 
broadcast in the former Soviet Union, 
was officially launched in September 
with the world premiere of a film by 
celebrated Georgian filmmaker Otar 
Yoseliani. 

In his four-hour documentary, 
"Georgia Alone...," Yoseliani explores 
the former Soviet Republic's tumultu¬ 
ous history. 

"By its very nature this film is the 
epitome of what 'Open Skies' is all 
about. Yoseliani himself considers it to 
be his most important work," said 
Grigory Libergal, Internews' Moscow- 
based Programming Director. 

With the imminent passage of legis¬ 
lation in most of the new states to ban 
the pirating of programs, independent 
stations must now obtain licensed pro¬ 
gramming to survive. 

Partially funded by The Soros 
Foundations and USAID, "Open Skies" 
is now providing that programming to 
the independent stations. When nec¬ 
essary, Internews dubs the programs 
into Russian. 

Internews has acquired some of the 
programming for "Open Skies" at little 


or no cost including programs pro¬ 
duced in-house such as "Local Time" 
and the Internews and Point du Jour 
co-production, "Vis a Vis." Television 
Trust for the Environment and Pilot 
Productions of Budapest have also 


provided programs on arts and sci¬ 
ences, the environment, health and 
human rights. 

Until Internews launches a satellite 
system later this fall, the programs are 
distributed on cassettes. ■ 


Internews 
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How-to Manuals Train TV Journalists 



Igor Ukolov 


A television training seminar in Kaluga generates animated discussion. 


This summer Internews reached in¬ 
to the far corners of the former Soviet 
Union to train another 150 broadcast 
journalists and television station man¬ 
agers in seminars on news gathering 
and dissemination. 

At the same time Internews broad¬ 
ened that effort by developing "how¬ 
to" manuals for the many broadcast 
professionals in the Newly Indepen¬ 
dent States (NIS) who could not attend 
the training seminars. The Eurasia 
Foundation recently provided funding 
for the manuals, to be published in 
Russian and distributed throughout the 
region. The illustrated manuals ex- 



Igor Ukolov 


Trainer Dan Wagner leads a seminar on 
story development and reporting in Kaluga. 


plain the mysteries of electronic graph¬ 
ics and set design and cover small- 
format video production, among other 
topics. 

Since holding its first seminar for 
just 10 journalists in Ukraine in 1991, 
Internews has trained more than 600 
broadcast professionals throughout 
the NIS. 

Most of the hands-on training done 
over the summer took place at the 


NIKA-TV studios in Petrozavodsk, 
Russia. 

"Anchors, reporters, producers, edi¬ 
tors and videographers representing 
eight former Soviet republics were im¬ 
mersed in all aspects of the news gath¬ 
ering process," said trainer Dan Wagner. 

Current Internews training pro¬ 
grams are funded by USAID, the United 
States Information Agency and The 
Soros Foundations. ■ 


Internships 

Station Managers Tune into U.S. TV 


A seminar to introduce ten manag¬ 
ers of independent television stations 
from the former Soviet Union to the 
inner workings of the American televi¬ 
sion industry kicked off in New York 
last March, with visits to media centers 
ranging from the major TV networks to 
the counter-culture Manhattan Neigh¬ 
borhood Network. 

Some of the visiting managers then 
elected to spend a one-week internship 


immersed in the day-to-day working 
of a local television station. The sta¬ 
tions were KCCI in Des Moines, Iowa 
and WKTV in Utica, New York, where 
the visiting managers observed pro¬ 
gram production from shoot to edit to 
broadcast; others visited Washington, 
DC stations and met with communi¬ 
cations lawyers, funders and advertis¬ 
ing representatives. 

Participants from a previous semi¬ 


nar now run some of the most success¬ 
ful commercial stations in the former 
Soviet Union. Seminar organizer Eric 
Johnson explained, "We maintain con¬ 
tact with them and continue to adapt to 
meet their needs through seminars like 
this one." 

Funding for this two-week 
Internews seminar was provided by 
the United States Information Agency 
and The Eurasia Foundation. ■ 
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Ukraine Radio Directors Band Together 



Vasyl Artushenko/UNIAN 

Techs work the audio hoard at an International Media Center studio in Kiev , Ukraine. 


Radio station directors in Ukraine 
are working to form an Association of 
Non-Governmental Radio Stations fol¬ 
lowing a two-week training seminar 
this summer, co-sponsored by the BBC, 
at Internews' International Media Cen¬ 
ter (IMC) in Kiev. 

Directors from 11 independent ra¬ 
dio stations want to develop a plural¬ 
istic mass media in the Ukraine. 

"The IMC's main objective in orga¬ 
nizing the seminar was to encourage 
stations to follow international norms 
of open journalistic activity," said Oles 
Hoyan, the IMC's Coordinator of Ra¬ 
dio Projects. 

The IMC opened in July 1993 to 
house an electronic media production 
and training facility and a national in¬ 
formation center for journalists. 

The IMC is presently funded by The 
U.S. Agency for International Devel¬ 
opment. ■ 


Beyond Makeup: 

While channel surfing, a Ukrainian 
woman might find a show on how to 
apply makeup, or how to decorate her 
home. Whether state-sponsored or 
imported, no women-identified televi¬ 
sion has covered Ukraine's economic 
issues, until now. 

The Women's NAME (Needs Aware¬ 
ness through Media and Education) 
Project, funded by The Eurasia Foun¬ 
dation and designed by Carolyn 
Projansky, will produce a series of half- 
hour documentaries to be aired on na¬ 
tional television throughout Ukraine. 
The five-woman NAME team works 
with the International Media Center/ 
Internews, the Ukrainian Center for 
Women's Studies and other local orga¬ 
nizations. 

The first programs focus on the is¬ 
sues and options recently experienced 
by four generations of women from 
one family. A young woman decides 
whether to quit school for a job that will 
pay today's bills while older women 
face unexpected unemployment. ■ 


Ukrainian Women on Television 



Vasyl Artushenko/UNIAN 


Women journalists are among the media covering then-President Leonid Kravchuk's 
speech in April at the offices of UNIAN, the Ukrainian news service. 


Internews 
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What if it's 
A Lemon? 



“What If” 


A client who understands his rights under 
the new warranty laws confronts an auto 
mechanic. 


continued from page 3 

'The 'What If' series aims to give 
them facts they need to know, and 
present hypothetical situations and real 
cases in which people have used the 
new laws to secure their rights," 
Lawrence said. 

Lawrence, based in New York, and 
Internews Supervising Producer for 
this project Michele "Mickey" Berdy, 
based in Moscow, supervised the 
creation of the series by the Russian 
production firm REN-TV. 

In the programs, actors portray 
characters caught in real life situations 
that Russians can easily relate to their 
everyday experiences. 

At the end of each "What If" pro¬ 
gram, the experts tell viewers whom 
they can contact for more information. 
They can also obtain one of the guides 
printed for each program to supple¬ 
ment the information that was broad¬ 
cast. 

Internews also helped gather rat¬ 
ings to measure the program's audi¬ 
ence in connection with REN-TV's 
assessment of the series' popularity and 
possible commercial sponsorship. 

Initially funded by the U.S. Agency 
for International Development, license 
fees will soon enable the program to 
become partially self-supporting. ■ 


Just Another Day in the Li 



"Local Time," the half-hour news 
program coordinated by Internews 
Moscow, now includes news segments 
on economic news and information 
from around the world. 

"With this sort of down-to-earth in¬ 
formation, we hope that our viewers 
will get a stronger sense of what it 
means to be a part of the world eco¬ 
nomic community," said Michele 
"Mickey" Berdy, "Local Time" Execu¬ 
tive Producer, who creates the weekly 
program with Editor Dmitrii 
Konchalovskii, Tape Editor Volodia 
Krausov, and Associate Producer 
Andrei Danilov. 

Over 60 independent stations 
throughout the Newly Independent 
States (NIS) have been organized by 
Internews into a news exchange 
network to produce and broadcast 
"Local Time" (or "Vremia mestnoe"); 
35 stations contribute stories. 

The participating stations produce 
individual news pieces which are then 
edited into the "Local Time" program 



and presented each week by two news 
anchors for broadcast by the stations in 
their various countries. 

A new segment on economics called 
"About Money" has recently been 
included with the news stories from 
around the NIS. 

The segment provides international 
economic news from Dow Jones 





J 
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ife of Intemews Moscow 





Clockwise from top left: • Programming 
Director Grigory Libergal demonstrates 
audio mixing at the production studio. • 
Training Director Paul Greenberg works 
on the "Local Time" set with Anchor Inessa 
Saukh. • Executive Producer Mickey Berdy 
discusses "Local Time" with visitor Charlie 
Towne r Editor Dmitrii Konchalovskii, Tape 
Editor Volodia Krausov and Journalist/ 
Associate Producer Andrei Danilov .• 
Internews Moscow Executive Director 
Manana Aslamazian (right) consults with 
Anchor Alina Shurovskaia. Photo essay by 
Nikolai Kulebiakin. 


Illuminating 
"The State 
of Things" 

Anew television program produced 
in Russia with the participation of far- 
flung independent television stations, 
"The State of Things" ("Sostoyanie") 
is a twenty minute tour — from city to 
province, from medical center physi¬ 
cian to a woman at a Moscow market 
— illuminating the experiences of a 
society in transition. 

Skillful "The State of Things" video 
essays juxtapose the perspectives of 
professionals with the viewpoints of 
people in the street. In a program on 
elections, correspondents probing the 
slippery bureaucracy of candidate reg¬ 
istration interview a young man who 
declares he would vote for the wealthi¬ 
est candidate — because a wealthy 
person's financial comfort makes them 
less susceptible to corruption. 



“The State of Things” 

Coordination skills are part of the 
curriculum at a school for disabled child¬ 
ren featured on "The State of Things." 


TeleRate, as well as such basic infor¬ 
mation for NIS viewers as currency 
equivalents and the prices of oil and 
strategic metals. 

The report is broadcast weekly in 
five countries of the former Soviet 
Union from Petrozavodsk to Tbilisi and 
from Minsk to Vladivostok, according 
to Manana Aslamazian, Executive Di¬ 


rector of Internews Moscow. 

"Our goal is to establish an indepen¬ 
dent news exchange network between 
regions in the former Soviet Union and 
provide alternatives to the state con¬ 
trolled monopoly on broadcasting," 
said Aslamazian, who has been with 
Internews since the establishment of 
the Moscow office in 1992. ■ 


Launched this year by Internews 
special elections project director Helen 
Malmgren to cover regional campaign 
issues, "The State of Things" is broad¬ 
cast on Russian TV Channel 2 and 
some independent stations. 

"The State of Things" is funded un¬ 
der the independent television project 
supported by USAID. ■ 
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Balkan Link 

The Balkan Media Network 
(MediaNet), an electronic bulletinboard 
and e-mail system, is an increasingly 
important link in a fragile but tena¬ 
cious communications system across 
the former Yugoslavia. Since last April, 
when Internews Project Coordinator 
Robert Horvitz first reported the suc¬ 
cessful e-mail link with Sarajevo, 
MediaNet has conveyed a flood of pub¬ 
lic and personal messages from the 
beleagured city 

With a current membership of ap¬ 
proximately 250 independent media 
organizations and individuals, 
MediaNet not only connects citizens 
across the former Yugoslavia with the 
rest of the world, it dispatches informa¬ 
tion about assistance for refugees and 
displaced persons, reports on organi¬ 
zations such as "Children in Need," 
and relays news concerning the in¬ 
volvement of the international com¬ 
munity to prevent ethnic division. 

In a Prague Post interview, Eric 
Bachman, a field worker for the Soros 
Foundation who set up the initial e- 
mail link, offered this comment on the 
nature of reopened contact across the 
former Yugoslavia. "Sure, they need 
food," said Bachman. "They also need 
communication, to speak with their 
families and relate with people around 
the world. You can't resolve conflicts if 
you can't communicate." 

MediaNet, the only known e-mail 
link to Sarajevo, is a project of Internews 
in association with the Soros Founda¬ 
tions. Internews' portion is funded by 
the National Endowment for Democ¬ 
racy. ■ 

TransNeWS, the Prague- 
based TV news agency founded by 
Internews in January 1992, has ex¬ 
panded its coverage beyond East 
and Central European state broad¬ 
casters. In June, Transnews re¬ 
layed historical coverage of Jimmy 
Carter's North Korean visit to 
American and European broad¬ 
casters. ■ 



Robert Horvitz/lnternews 


Sasa Petrovic , who runs the Balkan Media Network "hub" in Belgrade , provides daily 
maintenance at the Center for Anti-War Activities. 


Network Sampling 

Refugees Return at Last 

From Sarajevo's Vecernje Novosti (The Evening News), distributed by the 
Balkan Media Network, 22 June 1994, as translated by Nives Vucina: 

It has begun. After two long and hard years first refugees 
came back to Sarajevo . With "Centrotrans" buses, through an 
American organization "Resolve, " thirty persons, who have been 
waiting for this moment since May 1992, came to town. 

"We thought that we were leaving home just for few weeks, 
and we were gone for more than two years, " says Dzemila Mesic. 

She worked as a teacher for Bosnian kids during those two 
years . "I left Sarajevo on May 18,1992 . I' 11 never forget 
that day, as I won' t forget any minute or second during which I 
was a refugee. I worked as much as I could to help those poor 
children, but deep down in me I lived for this moment, to come 
back home." 

With similar feelings talks Avdo Hadrovic. "We started from 
Split on Sunday, 7 am and at 4 pm we already were in Konjic. 
Croatian police gave us an escort on the right side of the 
river Neretva, all the way to Dreznice. We spent the night in 
Konjic, and traveled over Igman (mountain near Sarajevo) in the 
trucks of the B&H Army. " 

Avdo came back to Sarajevo with his wife Fatima, daughter 
Sadija and two grandchildren. How do they feel today, when 
their dream became truth? 

"It's a funny feeling, " says Sadija Mesic. "I'm happy and 
not peaceful at the same time . I'm afraid to walk around town 
not only because of the grenades . I'm afraid to meet people I 
know..." 


page 8 


Fall 1994 











TV Alliance Forms in War-Tom Caucasus 


As if natural disasters and a four- 
year war weren't hardship enough, 
throw in advertising rates as low as 50 
cents per minute and it's a wonder 
television stations in the Caucasus re¬ 
gion make it at all. 

Yet independent stations in Arme¬ 
nia, Georgia and Azerbaijan have not 
only survived, they have banded to¬ 
gether to form the Association of Non- 
Governmental Caucasian Television 
Companies. The group grew out of the 
Conference on Independent Television 
staged by Internews and the Tbilisi- 
based television company "7-7-7" June 
1994 in Tbilisi, Georgia. 

Much of the local planning and the 
complicated task of inviting partici¬ 
pants from warring nations were car¬ 


ried out by Genadii Uchumbegashvilli 
from 7-7-7, who traveled to stations 
throughout the region to personally 
invite participants and convince them 
of the importance of the conference. 
Twenty-five representatives from 17 
stations attended the event. 

Aside from learning management 
and start-up of commercial television 
stations, the fledgling Association es¬ 
tablished its top priority: formation of 
a television program for the Caucasus, 
"the first step toward forming a single 
informational base for the region." 

The Association expects to nail down 
program details soon and plans an¬ 
other conference. This project is di¬ 
rected by Paul Greenberg and initial 
funding is from USIA. ■ 



Paul Greenberg/Internews 

Tbilisi , Georgia hosted a ground-breaking 
seminar for Caucasian television in June. 


Surprising Finds in Central Asian Media 


For the first time in 70 years, inde¬ 
pendent newspapers, TV and radio 
stations are emerging in Central Asia, 
long considered one of the most re¬ 
pressive regions of the erstwhile Soviet 
Union. This summer Internews com¬ 
pleted an extensive first-hand study of 
the state of this new media in 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
and Uzbekistan. 

Project Director Eric 
Johnson and Internews 
consultants Martha 
Olcott, Robert Horvitz, 
and Bill Fierman spent a 
total of 20 grueling weeks 
visiting 25 cities in the 
area, and turned up some 
surprising finds. 

Among other discov¬ 
eries, the team was ex¬ 
cited to uncover indepen¬ 
dent TV stations in all 
eight cities they visited in 
Tajikistan, as well as in 
three cities in the Fergana 
Valley in Uzbekistan. 

These commercial sta¬ 
tions operate within strict 


unspoken rules about how far they can 
criticize the government, but they are 
offering serious competition to the state- 
run media. 

The press finds it more difficult than 
electronic media to cover their costs, 
since paper is scarce throughout Cen¬ 
tral Asia and distribution is expensive. 
Non-governmental newspapers are 
popular, however. In all four coun¬ 


tries, the Internews team found that 
government printing presses print ad¬ 
ditional copies of independent news¬ 
paper and sell them on the side for 
personal profit. "Allowing them to do 
that is part of the price we pay to ensure 
they stay interested in printing us," 
one editor-in-chief explained. 

The Internews researchers compiled 
their findings into a 40-page analysis, 
including recommen¬ 
dations, called "The 
Media in Central Asia: 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz¬ 
stan, Uzbekistan." For 
a free copy in either 
English or Russian, 
contact the Internews 
Washington, DC of¬ 
fice. A separate study 
on Tajikistan is avail¬ 
able. 

Funding for the 
Central Asian media 
analysis was provided 
by USAID with help 
from The Soros 
Foundations for 
Tajikistan. ■ 



"TV Press " reads the sign in the window of the car following a tank in 
Tajikistan. 
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Palestinian 

Journalists 



Jerusalem Film Institute 


Palestinian journalists get hands-on 
instruction with broadcasting equipment. 


On-Line News 

Internews has joined a growing num¬ 
ber of organizations on the cutting edge 
of technology and created its own 
World Wide Web server on the Inter¬ 
net. The "home page" and associated 
materials include information about 
Internews' projects, reports on media 
in the former Soviet Union (FSU) and 
experimental audio and video excerpts 
from the television programs Internews 
helps produce in Russia and Ukraine. 

Publications about the media in the 
FSU such as "CFJ Clearinghouse on the 
Central & East European Press" will be 
available on-line for the first time. To 
access the WWW server, enter the URL 
http://red.path.net/internews into a 
Web browser such as Mosaic. A direct 
Internet connection is needed to access 
this resource. 

With a grant from The Eurasia Foun¬ 
dation, Internews has also established 
an Internet mailing list entitled 
FSUMedia, dedicated to discussions 
about and with the media in the FSU. 
To subscribe, e-mail the message sub¬ 
scribe fsu media your-name-here to the 
address listproc@sovam.com. 

For questions or comments regard¬ 
ing the World Wide Web server, 
Internet lists, or Internews reports on 
media in the FSU, contact Eric Johnson 
at 71064.2533@compuserve.comM 


continued from page 1 
TV news production. Twenty-five Pal¬ 
estinians, eighteen men and seven 
women, began training with the help 
of three European trainers of Arab ori¬ 
gin and using equipment purchased as 
part of the Soros grant. The students, 
who came from the West Bank and 
Gaza, included ten nominated by the 
PBC, and fifteen from private produc¬ 
tion companies or those who applied 
in response to ads in the local press. 

Supervised by JFTs artistic director 
George Khleifi, participants are learn¬ 
ing reporting, camera, sound, editing, 
studio management and news presen¬ 
tation in a local theater hall which has 
been converted into a news studio. 

During the first month of training 
students began producing news re¬ 
ports, and by the second month these 
reports were compiled into a half-hour 
news show on closed circuit TV. 
Rad wan Abu Ayyash, the head of PBC, 
visited the project in August and was 
so impressed that he offered to hire the 
students. The PBC and the Media Cen¬ 


ter are discussing working in concert to 
produce a number of programs for 
broadcast using the Center's facilities. 

To prepare for the eventual opening 
of the Palestinian's first TV stations. 
Internews and the JFI just held a confer¬ 
ence in Gaza, September 29-October 1, 
titled "The Challenge of Going on Air." 

One of the first challenges for Pales¬ 
tinian TV will be the upcoming elec¬ 
tions . "The coverage of the elections on 
TV will be a very important in setting a 
precedent for democracry and plural¬ 
ism, and for the evolution of Palestin¬ 
ian television into a democratic institu¬ 
tion," notes Internews Executive Di¬ 
rector Evelyn Messinger. Internews 
and the JFI are planning a training 
program on election coverage that will 
conclude with the production of a de¬ 
bate and other election related pro¬ 
grams designed to be broadcast on 
Palestinian TV. 

Partial funding for the elections pro¬ 
gram has been granted by the Ford 
Foundation and the National Endow¬ 
ment for Democracy. ■ 


"Meeting" Electronically 



Michael Grazda/lnternews 


At the Internews videoconferencing center in Areata , (from left to right) Administrative 
Director Annette Makino , Director of Programs Deborah Mendelsohn , and President 
David Hoffman meet electronically with Executive Director Evelyn Messinger (on 
monitor) and Vice President Kim Spencer (not shown) in San Francisco. Internews has 
similar facilities in Moscow , New York and Paris and plans to install one in Kiev. 
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Michael Grazda/lnternews 


Two-year old Benjamin Grazda explores Internews'videoconferencing system in Areata. 
Most Internews offices are now linked by Picturetel units. 
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“Vis a Vis” 


"Vis a Vis" 
Wins Award 

In "The Future of Politics," two 
young families grow up communist, 
one in Marseilles and one in Berlin. 
This intimate look at family, politics 
and culture was awarded the 1994 
French-German Journalism Prize. The 
"Vis a Vis" series was co-produced by 
Kim Spencer and Patrice Barrat. ■ 


$10 Million 

continued from page 1 
financial advice, training and intern¬ 
ships in Russia and the U.S. 

In addition, the Management Group 
will publish newsletters and training 
manuals, maintain a media informa¬ 
tion clearinghouse, develop a media 
management computer simulation and 
hold conferences where Russian media 
companies meet American program 
distributors, equipment vendors and 
financial investors. 

The Media Partnership Program will 
be headed by Gerard Langrognat, for¬ 
merly the Senior Manager of News Ser¬ 
vices at WTN and Chief of the Moscow 
Bureau since 1989. 

"The ultimate goal of The Media 
Partnership Program is to contribute to 
the evolution of a stable and pluralistic 
society and system of government in 
Russia," said Internews President 
David Hoffman. "We are looking for¬ 
ward to the work ahead." ■ 
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About Internews 

Internews, a 501(c)(3) non¬ 
profit corporation formed in 
1982, supports pluralistic and 
innovative forms of news and 
information designed to in¬ 
crease tolerance and under¬ 
standing between people. 

The company, which has won 
an Emmy and a DuPont Colum¬ 
bia Award for Excellence in 
Broadcast Journalism, has 
produced and contributed to 
news programming on interna¬ 
tional issues for ABC, PBS, 
CNN, the BBC, and other 
broadcasters. Current efforts 
focus on supporting indepen¬ 
dent media in the former Soviet 
Union and Palestine. 

Based in Areata, California, 
Internews has offices in New 
York, San Francisco, Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., Moscow, and Kiev, 
and affiliate offices in Paris, 
Prague and Jerusalem. 




















